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Ix peruling a new. publication of your's, 
intitled, „ The Modern Plaſterer Detected, 
and his untempered Mortar diſcovered” the 
text which I have choſe for a motto to this 
epiſtle, ſtruck my mind! wiſh it had alſa: 

ſtruck your's, when you was writing that 
piece it might, in a great meaſure, have 
ſaved me the trouble of writing, and you 
the pain of reading this; however, though 
it was then moſt certainly out of ſight and 
out of mind, I hope, through grace, to keep 
it conſtantly in view, while 1 offer to en 
ſerious conſideration, a few thoughts on 

fo irſt, The ſpirit in which you wrote. 


A 2 Sec ondiy 


1 


Secondly, The perſons againſt whom you 
wrote. 
_ Thirdly, The ſu bject on which you wrote: and 


Fourthly, The conſequences which may, and | 


doubtleſs, will ariſe, from your publiſhing 


the book in queſtion. 
Firſt, The ſpirit in which you wrote. 
If you thought yourſelf called upon, and 


that it was your duty to vindicate either 


yourſelf or the truth, you undoubtedly had 
a right to do it; but it ſhould have been 
done in that ſpirit of meekneſs and gentle- 


neſs which becomes the goſpel. © The wea- 


pons of our warfare, (ſays an inf] pired apoſtle,) 
are ſpiritual, not carnal ;” and a good cauſe, 
vindicated in a bad manner, always loſes 
ground. A miniſter of the goſpel, Sir, is 
a dignified character, and it is expected, pe- 


culiarly of ſuch, that they be men of peace, 


meek and gentle? and whatever oppoſition 
they may meet, or whatever conteſts they 
may be properly and providentially called 


to engage in, it is expected that they exer- 
eiſe ſome degree of patience, ſome degree of 


gentleneſs towards all men, whether they be 


brechren, or thole 1200 are : without, i in meek- 


nels, 


* 
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ness, inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. 
How ſtrange to ſee a flood of reproach and 
rancour, a flood of bitterneſs and opprobri- 


ous language, low ſcurillity, and envenomed 


railing, flow from the pen of a man who 
ſtands i in the character of a diſciple and mi- 
miſter of the meek and lowly Jeſus. I am 
forry I am conſtrained to add, juſt ſuch a 
torrent of bitter waters flows thro? almoſt eve- 
ry page of your pamphlet; and if the ſtreams 
be ſuch, what muſt: the fountain be from 


whence they flow? if the language be ſo un- 


becoming and ſhocking, what mult the ſpi- 
rit and temper which inſpired that language 
be? That I may not be ſuppoſed to injure 
you, Sir, in this matter, 1 ſhall take the 
trouble to extract a few paſſages from your 


work, with the greateſt faithfulneſs; and then 


appeal to every candid mind, whether they 
bear any ſimilitude to Paul's exhortation to 


Timothy, in my motto. 


Sir, Ham Cottiſh, barren of light, 95 


wes of life.“ page g. 


2. © A conſecrated bowl of negus.“ p. 10. 
3. * This apology ſeems needleſs, for 


ec however unequal you may think yourſelf 


« to this taſk, yet my thoughts are far other- 


—_ 
24 * CE bs * 
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«wiſe; for I think there is no man more 
proper to ſlander the ſervants of God, and 


ce their ſervice; than ſuch an one as yourſelf. 
« Men that can deſert the honeſt labour 
« of the hodd, trowel, bruſh; lime and hair, 
« and jump into a ſurplice, a gown and caſ- 
« ſock, read the eſtabliſned church ſervice, 


« without any call or ordination from God 


“ or man, -and run to Oxford or Cambridge, 
« for a few incoherent ſcraps of Greek, when 
ec they cannot write common ſenſe in their 
* mother- tongue, hide his religion and pro- 
e feſſion, in order to ſkulk by ſtealth, into 
te the eſtabliſhment, though God diicover his 


on 


« hypocriſy, blaſt his meaſures, and reſiſt 
< his pride, is a man that is qualified for 


ec any thing but the miniſtry of God's word, 
« and a profeſſion of his name.“ p. 13. 
It ill becomes Mr, Huntington, to re- 
proach a fellow-labourer in Chriſt's Vine- 
yard, with being bred to a mechanical em- 
ploy; he ſhould remember, he has been 
himſelf a coal-heaver, a gardener, and a 


cobler.— How ſtrange would it have ap- 


peared, if Peter had quarrelied with John 
becayſe he Was bred a filkerman ? 


64 1 
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- 4 ] wiſh, fir, that you would deſire your 


cc 


cc 


ſchoolmiſtreſs to ſet you a few more ſerip- 
ture leſſons, before you attempt to ap- 


pear again in the office of an uſher.” p. 1 5. 


4 You and your combination.“ p. 21. 


(e 
«, 
CL 
cc 


ce 


ee 


cc 
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.cc 
ec 


cc 


cc 


ec mount a roſtrum.“ p. 62, 


« After I have ſhaved off your downy 


| beards, and docked your ſkirts cloſe by the 
buttocks, I hope you will tarry at Jericho, 
until your beards. be grown, before you 
return again, 2 Sam, x. 4. 5.” p. 32. 
« I could wiſh that you would let the | 


inner man alone, for you are intire ſtran- 
gers to one another. You are ignorant of 
the father of him, the conception ef him, 


the formation of him, the nature of him, 


the features of him, the food of him, and 
the diſpoſition of him. Therefore, Bars. 
thou nothing to do with that Juſt man.” 
8 4 | 
« You know neither law nor goſpel. You, 
are an entire ſtranger, both to the know- 
ledge of God, and to the ignorance of 
ÄP Tr 

« None but the devil, ever ſent ſuch men 
as you into a pulpit.“ p. 59. 

« When ſuch graceleſs macaronies as s you 


"i 


« I have no more ion of his faith, 


ö 40 and the ſtate of his ſoul, than I have of 


* the heart, holineſs and good works, of 
„ you and the Revd. Mr. Belly, of Graveſ- 
t end; who, I believe, are juſt as much 


40 converted to God, and commiſſtoned to 


men of the whole, and they are ſufficient 


1 preach his goſpel, as Simon Magus, or 
« Alexander the copperſmith,. W/hom the 
« Devil, raiſed vp and fent out, &e. c. 


P. 70. [? MY BY 


J cannot aFord. to ger out of . 
« by chaſtiſing a ſchool- boy. I am obliged 


e to deal with you, as an antagoniſt, as 1 
« uſed to do with a ſparrow, when J carried 
« à gun; that is, rank you among thoſe that 
« are not worth a charge.“ p. 71. 

How can this be, fir ? when you are dif- 


charging all the artillery you can muſter” 


againſt this very contemptible antagoniſt. 
A ſpouting club.“ Letter to Mr. H. 
Theſe few extracts may ſerve for a ſpeci- 


for me to ground this queſtion upon; Is 


this the ſpirit of the goſpel ? does this lan- 


guage become the ſeriouſneſs and dignity of 


2 A miniſter of Jeſus Chtiſt, „ the ſervant of the 


Lord, who muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle 
22 93 untQ- 


05 


unto all men; apt to teach, patient, in meck- 
neſs, inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe them- 
ſelves.” —F.very candid, impartial mind, and 
your own heart, ſir, will I know, anſwer 


this queſtion in the negative. And even 
| ſuppoſing your opponents had treated you 
with equal rudeneſs, which, according to your 
report, is not the caſe, yet you know who 
has ſaid, See that no man render railing 


for railing, but contrarywiſe bleſſing, which 
moſt becomes the ſervant of the Lord. 
nn J he perſons againſt whom you 


And here, ſir, give me leave to aſſure 


you, that I. am not one of the evangeli- 


cal aſſociation.—I have the honor and hap- 


pineſs to-be perſonally acquainted with ſome 
of them, and 1 believe they are moſt of. 
them ſo well, and ſo publickly known, and 


their characters ſo long eſtabliſned, both 


as to doctrine, and life that the Churches 
of Chriſt, of every denomination, deſervedly 
eſteem them, as faithful ambaſſadors of the 
Lord Jeſus, able miniſters of the New Teſta. 


ment; and as ſuch, eſteem them highly in 
love, for their works ſake; and are not a 


little grieved and diſpleaſed, at the illiberal 


and unchriſtian manner, in which you have 


A 8 treated 


„ 
treated chem. But ſuppoſing for a moment, 
they were what you repreſent them. A 
ſpouting club, combined together againſt 
you, ignorant of God and themſelves, of 


law and goſpel;“ in a word, that they were 


carnal, unconverted men, it would have been 


wiſdom to have paſſed them over in ſilence. 


An able faithful miniſter of the goſpel, whoſe 
doctrine and life, will ſtand the teſt of truth 
and candour, can furely have nothing to 
fear from, and is vaſtly ſuperior to, every 
ſuch combination. But if you choſe to no- 
tice them, and to vindicate yourſelf from any 


aſperſions they might have raiſed againſt 


vou, it ſhould have Beck done not with rage 
and levity, but with ſeriouſneſs and in the 
ſpirit of meekneſs, as « the Tervant of the 
Lord,” who muſt not ſtrive, but is com- 
manded to be gentle to all men. Is it any 
wonder that unconverted men know not 
the truth? do you expect them to know it? 
why be angry with them for their ignorance? 
can a blind man open his own eyes ? they 
are greater ſubjects of pity and prayer, than 
indignation and contempt, eſpecially if we 


remember, ſuch were we. You know, fir, there 


Was a time when you was ignorant of God 
| and 


1 


8 = 
n 0 
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and yourſelf, of law and goſpel ; and if you 


are not ſo now, it is grace alone has made 
the difference. Thus ſuppoſing them to be 
Juſt ſuch as you have deſcribed them, your 
conduct towards them has been the very re- 


' verſe of what it ought to have been. 


But ſuppoſing them to be (as they really 


are) your brethren in Chriſt, your fellow- 
labourers in the goſpel, able and faithful | 


miniſters of the New Teſtament, called to 
that great work, both by God and man; in 


what kind of light muſt you appear? how 


unjuſtifiable, nay, how highly criminal is 
your conduct towards them? Surely, if you 
are commanded to be patient and gentle unto 
all men, more eſpecially to theſe. If they 


were to be blamed or reproved, you might 


have diſcharged your duty, even with ſome 
degree of ſharpneſs, if neceſſary, but ſtill re- 


membering the apoſtle's exhortation, with 
gentleneſs and meekneſs; but this you have 
totally laid aſide, and with great bitterneſs 
and rancour, declare that they have no 
more grace than Simon Magus, and that it 
is the Devil that ſent them into the miniſtry: 
O fie ! ſir, look well to your own ſonl, and 


your own miniſtry, and leave others to God. 
Who 


(e 
Who art thou that Jjudgeſt another man's 


ſervant ? I think, ſir, there is a favourite paſ- 
ſage of your's, Luke vi. 38. Give, and it 


ſhall be given unto you; good meaſure, preſ- 
ſed down, and running over, ſhall men give in- 


to your boſom, for with the ſame meaſure that 


ye mete withal, it ſhall be meaſured to you 
again. Now if. this promiſe be fulfilled to 


you, and the railing you ſo plentifully be- 
Now upon others, be as plentifully. returned 


* 


into your own boſom, it will make both your 


ears tingle, though it may not ſtop your 
mouth; but I ſpare you, and leave that for 
others. I come now to the third thing. I 


n to conſider; namely, 
The ſubie& on which you wrote. 


e 18; impoſſible to form any proper idea f 
the ſermon, on which you ſo largely com- 

ment, as the evangelical aſſociation haue 
not yet publiſhed it. You have retailed a 
part of it to us in ſcraps, but I could as eaſily 
form a judgment by a few mangled limbs 


covered with blood and mire; torn from a 


dead body, whether the perſon when living 
Vas handſome or not, as pronounce on the 
merit of this ſermon, from the deranged 


dente you have laid before us: The 
ſubject 


J . os: a 


w 
TAY Mi 


Me 


in 
ſubject is important, and if I underſtand 
the preacher right, fir, you have moſt grofly 
_ miſunderſtood him. I apprehend he is con- 
ſidering the law of God, as the rule of a 
believer's conduct. You repreſent him con- 
ſidering the law as a covenant of works: 
there is a moſt material difference between 


1 theſe two propoſitions, the one is ſtrictly a- 
- greeable to the analogy of faith, the other 
totally repugnant to it. If I underſtood him 

r as eſtabliſhing the law, as a covenant of 
Ir works, I would renounce his doctrine, and 
© pity the preacher; but I view him in quite 
A» another light. I am far from thinking you, 

ſir, an antinomian, but I believe your error 

lies here, you do not diſtinguiſh between 

af. - the law, as a ccvenant of works, and as. a 
a- rule of the believer's conduct; and yet they 
ve are very diſtinguiſnable, and ought never 
a to be jumbled together: we ought not, in 
uy order to eſtabliſh. one glorious truth, ſtrike 
ibs out another; no, let us embrace the whole, 
1 a every part of truth is precious, and not to 


be parted with: may the ſpirit of truth, make 
us diligent enquirers after truth; what we 
know not, may he teach us, and what we 
do know, may he enable us to. adorn, by 
Jr ſhewing 


— . ̃— > 


ſhewing forth a good converſation in all 


(14) 


the replied of wiſdom. | 

The law, as a covenant of works, has no- 
thing to do with the believer in Jeſus. I: 
cannot curſe him, becauſe his ſurety has re- 
deemed him from its curſe, by bearing it 


himſelf, in his own body on the croſs. It 


has no commanding power over him, be- 


- cauſe it is completely fulfilled, magnified and 


made henourable by Jehovah his righteouſ- 


neſs, in the behevers ſtead : and thus being 
ſtript of its horrors and terrors, its thunders 
and lightnings, the behever can view it 


without diſmay, and ſees in it, a bright dil- 


play of the juſtice, righteouſneſs and purity 
of his reconciled, God and father in Chriſt 
\ Jeſus: he admires its beauty, he delights in 


its holineſs, -and cannot fail of pronouncing 


it with Paul, to be ſpiritual, holy, juſt and 


good; he longs to have it wrote upon his 


| heart; and he knows, the more he his con- 
formed to it in the ſpirit, of his mind, the 
more it will become the rule of his conduct. 
Where ſhall we find a better rule? Is it not 
conſummate perfection? a glorious tranſeript 
of the divine will? Where ſhall we find a 
6 * pattern to copy after? You will ſay, 


iu the 


„ 
EY 


N 


WCG 
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-. of 


my 


the Lord Jeſus is to be the chriſtian's ex- 
ample: I grant it, but was not his whole 
lite ſpent in obedience to the law? was it not 
the rule according to which he ſquared 
all his thoughts, words and actions? It 
was perfectly in his heart, and his life 
was perfectly conformed to it: and there- 
fore to follow the example of Chriſt, is 
in other words, to make the law a rule 
of conduct. To the Saviour, it was a co- 


venant of works; but to the believer, it 
is not ſo; he receives it from the hand of 


Chriſt, as the directory by which he ſhould 
walk, during his journey through the wilder- 
neſs, to.the heavenly Canaan, You will 
ſay, the believer is. exhorted to walk in 
the ſpirit: I acknowledge it, for he can- 
not walk according to the law, as, a rule, 
any further than he walks in the ſpirit; the 
heart muſt, be made ſpiritual and holy, be- 
fore the life can be ſo; and when it is made 


ſo, it mult be kept ſo by the ſame ſpirit, 


You allow that God has promiſed to write 
the law upon the hearts of his people ; why 


then ſhould he abrogate and take it away as 


a rule of their conduct? there is an abſur- 


| _ in ſuppoling ſuch a thing: Give, me 


leave 
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16 
leave to remind pe that all the Precep- 


tive part of the New Teſtament, is an ex- 
planation of the moral law, and an inforce- 


ment of it, upon the belicver in Jeſus, as 


the rule of his gratitude and duty, though 


he is perfectly delivered from it, as a co- 


venant of works. The goſpel, properly ſpeak- 
ing, knows nothing of commands or pre- 
cepts, it is a rich diſplay of free” grace, free 
pardon, free juſtification, and free ſalvation, 
to loſt; periſhing, condemned ſinners, through 


the blood and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; 


and it is therefore made up of gracious de- 
clarations, and abſolute promiſes, the pre? 
cepts are therefore no part of the goſpelj 


they are parts of the law, but they are 


connected with the goſpel, as- the law has 


ceaſed to be a covenant of works, and is 
become ſubſervient to the covenant of grace: 
1 wiſh, br, you would read and ſtudy Dr. 

Herman Witſius, on the œconomy of the 
covenants; and if you could get a ſight: of 
his Pacific Reflections, &c.“ in the Engliſh 
language, as you do not underſtand the latin: 
(there are but two copies; if T-was perſonally 


- acquainted with you; I could favour you 


with a fight of one * them ;) you would 
14885 there 


t „ ) 


there find this matter ſet in the cleareſt 
light poſſible, and I dare fay, much to TOO: 
ng and edification. 


You cannot take away the WY as Ale of 


conduct, without taking away all the pre- 
ceptive part of the New Teſtament, which 


properly belongs to the moral law, and is no 


further connected with the goſpel, than, as [ 


ſaid before, the law ceaſing to be a covenant 
of works, is become ſubſervient to the co. 


venant of grace. OY 1 
The apoſtle Paul, in the ſeventh of ile 7 TbY 
Nomans, ſpeaks of two laws which he ſerved; 


he ſays, “ With the mind, I myſelf ſerve the 


law of God, but with the fleſh, the law of 
lin,” Paul's fleſh, his unrenewed, unregene- 


rated part, ſerved the law of fin, which was 
in his. members, warring againſt the law of 
his mind. Paul found the carnal mind that 
was in him, was enmity againſt God; for it was 
not ſubject to the law of God, neither indeed 
could he; but he ſolemnly declares, that with his 


mind, his renewed part, the new creation in 


his ſoul, he ſerved the law of God, Was Paul 
legal? Was he making the law a covenant 
of works ? no ſuch thing. He was dead to 


the law, as a covenant of works, but he did 


not 


not view it as a nonentity, he acknowledged 


himſelf under the law to Chriſt, 1 Cor. ix. 
21. and deſired to ſerve it, to obey it in the 
inmoſt receſſes of his ſoul; and, in all his life 
and converſation, to glorify him who had 
redeemed him from all its penalties, and be- 


come the end of it for righteouſneſs to him. 


If the law had now no exiſtence, as a rule of 
conduct, why did Paul himſelf ſerve the law? 
why ſerve a thing that has no exiſtence? ei- 

ther Paul has made a blunder here, or, the 

law of God remains to be ſerved in the hearts 


and lives of God's ſaints, as the rule of their 


gratitude and duty, 


1 come fourthly, to mention a few conſe- 
quences which may, and doubtleſs will ariſe, 
from the publication of your pamphlet. 


In the firſt place, it muſt tend greatly to 


leſſen Mr. Huntington, in the eſteem of his 
candid friends, I am perſuaded, there is nota 
man of ſenſe, candour and moderation, a- 
mongſt your followers, one whoſe mind is 
free from bigotry and perſonal | prejudice, 
that will peruſe, and calmly conſider your 
book, for one hour, and not be hurt, exceed- 
ingly hurt at it. The ſpirit in which you 


wrote, they muſt condemn, even if they do 


not 
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ot underftand Mick matter in queſtion; and 
f they do, they will be amazed at the unfair 
repreſentations put upon plain words, 
and honeſt meanings; of which, had I time 
nd opportunity, I would point out a mul- 
titude : but the ſize to which this letter has 
ſwelled, will not admit of it here, neither do 
| intend this as an anſwer to your pamphlet, 
but only as a few crude thoughts upon it. 
Secondly, how many weak minds, who attend 
the miniſtry of thoſe gentlemen againſt whom - 
you level your ill-judged artillery, -may. be 
wounded; and that which is lame, be turned 
out of the way; being taught to think their 
own miniſters erroneous, they may be fup- 
poſed to cry out, What is truth? and where 
ſhall we find it? And how much diſtreſs will 
this occaſion them, even if it does not turn 
them quite out of the way ? which perhaps it 
may ſome. And again, How will the ene- 
mies of all truth triumph? Ah! (ſay they,) 
lo would we have it; they are falling out a- 

mong themſelves, and- there 1s no truth in 
any of them,” While the people of God are 
grieved to ſee the ſervants of God inſulted, 
a part of his truth denied, and thoſe quar- 


delling with one another who ought to be 


united 


TY) . 
untted, as the heart of one man, againſt the 
common enemy. Satan will gain a os 
advantage, and the Holy Spirit of God, t 
God of truth and peace, be grieved * 
quenched; and where will all the blame lay, 
but upon him who ſtirs up all this fire, by 
a reſtleſs fpirit of error, contention and 
3 gy 15 _ 

Before I conclude, permit me, Sir, to ad. 
viſe you, as a friend, whenever you take up 
your pen to write upon the great things of 
God, to look well that your eye is ſingly to 
his glory, that your motive is the pure 
love of truth, and that you never fail of 
feeking, by humble. prayer, for the guidance 
and aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit; when this 
is the caſe, I am perſuaded, God will never 
leave you to your own ſpirit, nor ſuffer you 
to defend his truth in ſuch a manner as to 
bring diſgrace and ſcandal upon it: for even 

duppoſing you to be on the ſide of truth, 
you have diſhonoured that truth, by giving 
way to a ſpirit totally unbecoming its ſub- 

lime dignity. * 

Philotas, was a young officer of the firlt 
| wile in the army of Alexander the Great; he 
was very full of himſelf, and in conſequence 
58119 | of 


ff :that, treated all the other officers with 
ſ the great haughtineſs and inſolence; the conſe- 
great ſhuence was fatal, his father, Parmenio, fore- 
, the ſWaw this, and ſaid to him one day, „My ſon, 


| andnake thyſelf leſs.” Now I do not ſay to you, 
de lay, Mr Huntington, make thyſelf, leſs, I know 
re, by It is beyond your power to do it; but this 
n and fay, ſeek to be made leſs. Indeed, Sir, you 


are too great by half; T mean in your own 
yes and eſteem: you know the great apoſtle 
ke up of the Gentiles ſays of himſelf, that he was 
1gs of Weſs than the leaſt of all faints, he felt him- 
gly to Nfelf ſo; but I appeal to your own heart, whe- 
2 pure ther Fon do not think yourſelf the moſt ex- 
fail of kraordinarv, and almoſt, if not quite, the 
1dance moſt able and faithful miniſter now exiſting. 
en this perhaps you are not altogether ſenſible that 
F never you are thus high- minded, but others can ſee 
fer youſſit in you very plainly, your conduct and 
as t0Fyritings prove it; now, to walk humbly 18 
Ir even the way to walk ſurely, and only thoſe are 
truth, exalted in the light of the Lord, who are de- 


to ad. 


giving baſed and little in their own: 100 not queſ- 
ts ſub-Ition your being called of God, both as a 
[chriſtian and a preacher, neither do I diſpute 
the firſt your being poſſeſſed of gifts and abilities; 
eat; he but this 1 know, you'! i ſhine a great deal 


quence] th the. knights 
ol | 


prighter in each character, when you are le | 
ſenſible that you poſſeſs them. When you 
have learned to. eſteem others better than 
yourſelf; then you will know how to treat 


N 


them with courteſy and brotherly love, and 
be leſs fond of cutting off ears and heads, 
and of dealing about firebrands, arrows and 
death. I treat you with plainneſs, Sir, but it 
is a friendly plainneſs, it is my duty to be 
faithful ; and, if you are wiſe, you will not be 2 
offended at it, but profit by it: you know | 
Solomon ſays, « Give inſtruction to a wiſe 
man, and he will be yet wiſer;” which that 
| you may be, I commend you to the tuition 3 
and guidance of him « that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to preſent you fault- 
leſs before the preſence of his glory, with 
exceeding | Joy.” A 


r 
your Wa ſervant, 
MARIA DE FLUERY. 

A LOVER OF TRUTH and PEACE, 


November 27, 178 
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